
 

 

 



   

First of all, I would like to express my thanks to the Rav, and all of the congregants who shared articles 

or information for this, my first bulletin as editor.   Contributions to the bulletin are always welcome, 

either in person, or by e-mail to bulletin@clantonpark.com.  

 

Second of all, I would like to apologize in advance to anyone for any names, announcements, or accounts 

that are inaccurate, incomplete, misspelled or omitted.  Many times, this is simply the result of the 

information being unavailable at òpress timeó.  To ensure your announcement makes it to the bulletin, 

please send it to webmaster@clantonpark.com for inclusion in the shulõs weekly e-mail posts, or speak to 

me in person. 

 

Special thanks to my son Ezer for his assistance, and to my family for allowing me the time to get a 

bulletin out for Shavuos.  Thank you also to Eli and Ahuva Edell, as well as Nathan Kirsh for helping 

guide me through the intricacies of my new role. 

 

As always, the full-colour version of the bulletin is available on the shul website at 

www.clantonpark.com. 

 

Just prior to the bulletinõs publication, a siyum was held in honour of the first yahrtzeit of Gad ben 

David Ginsburg zól.  I feel it is appropriate to recognize the contribution he made, both as a member of 

our kehilla, and as a contributor to the bulletin.  His articles were always carefully prepared and 

expressed lucid, understandable, and relevant Torah messages.  More importantly, as a friend and fellow 

davener, he inspired me with his intense kavanah, and with his genuine warmth, respect, and infectious 

enthusiasm.  We send our best wishes for continued health and nachas to Gill,  Yosi and Miriam. 

áÜïØ ÜïâÝ àÛà. 

Zeev Diena 
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Message from the Rav 
 

SHAVUOS AND OUR TIMELESS TORAH 

Our yamim tovim are, quite frequently, celebrations of events.  Pesach celebrates the 

geulah, Yom Kippur celebrates the forgiveness after the chet ha-egel, Shavuos celebrates 

Matan Torah.  These yamim tovim are celebrations of the ñwhatò; they celebrate what has 

transpired.  But, look carefully and you will see that these yamim tovim are also celebrations 

of the ñwhenò; they celebrate the point in time at which the event transpired.   

The Torah tells us to celebrate Pesach on the fifteenth day of Nissan, uva-chamisha asar yom la-chodesh ha-

zeh (Va-Yikra 23, 6), because we left Egypt on the fifteenth of Nissan.  The Torah teaches us that Yom Kippur 

is commemorated on the tenth of Tishrei, beôasor la-chodesh ha-shevi'i (Va-Yikra 23, 27) because this is when 

we were forgiven for the chet ha-egel.  The sixth of Sivan is, indeed, when we celebrate the Yom Tov of 

Shavuos.  But nowhere in the pesukim do you see that the sixth of Sivan is the date on which the Torah was 

given to klal yisrael.  The pesukim that discuss Shavuos only note that Shavuos is the culmination of the fifty 

day sefira count. 

This question is put into perspective by noting that, at least according to some, Shavuos does not necessarily 

occur on the sixth day of Sivan.  Shavuos, the Rivash (Resp. 96) notes, only occurs on the sixth of Sivan when 

the sixth day of Sivan is the culmination of the fifty day sefira count.  And yes, according to our structured 

calendar, the sixth of Sivan coincides with that culmination.  But we have not always followed this structured 

calendar.  For much of our history, we relied on kiddush ha-chodesh, on witnesses whose testimony about 

seeing the ñnew moonò decided when months were truncated 29 day months and when months were longer 30 

day months.  In such a system, the months of Nissan and Iyyar could have both been truncated 29 day 

months.  If that were the case, Shavuos would occur on the seventh of Sivan.  Or Nissan and Iyyar could have 

both have been full 30 day months.  If such were the scenario, Shavuos would have occurred on the fifth day 

of Sivan.  And indeed, our first Shavuos, the Magen Avraham (Orach Chaim, 494) tells us, seems to have 

occurred not on the sixth, but on the seventh of Sivan. 

The end result is that Shavuos, unlike all of our other yamim tovim, is not about ñwhenò.  Shavuos is not about 

a specific day or a specific point in time.  Shavuos is, for the lack of a better term, timeless.  And that, upon 

reflection, makes an awful lot of sense.  There is a specific time in which to celebrate the geulah.  There are 

specific times that are ideal for teshuva.  But there are no specific times for Kabbalas ha'Torah.  Torah is as 

relevant today as it was yesterday, it will be as applicable tomorrow as it is today.  And so, Ha-Kadosh Baruch 

Hu does not lock Shavuos into a specific time; Torah is to be learned by all people, in all places, at all times.   

To my mind, this concept, the concept of an always relevant Torah, speaks to the members our community.  

Between the shul and the kollel, there really are learning opportunities at any and all times; the learning 

opportunities really are timeless.  We therefore should not be asking ourselves when to learn.  Almost any 

ñwhenò can be accommodated.  Nor should we be asking ourselves what to learn.  Almost any ñwhatò can be 

addressed.  The only question that we should be asking ourselves is: Why not? No matter what we want to 

learn, no matter when we want to learn, there really are wonderful opportunities.  The only question should be 

why not? Given all of these wonderful opportunities, why should we not take advantage of such a profusion of 

Torah?   

 

 



 

Message from the President 

Allow me to begin by thanking you for the trust shown in me at the 

recent General Meeting.  I am humbled by the faith the kehilla has 

placed in me to guide us through this period in our history.   We are a 

congregation rich in history, in our own minhagim, and in deep family 

roots.  The fact that an outsider such as I can feel encouraged to contribute and be part of 

the community to such an extent is a testament to the open and welcoming nature of 

Clanton Park.  

It is no secret that large projects and challenges lie ahead.  The upcoming renovations, 

reinvigorating our youth programming, and bringing our financial spending and reporting 

into an era of responsibility and transparency are all goals which are important to us.   

Our newly elected executive board is enthusiastic and eager to see these goals materialize 

for the betterment of all members.  I must give special thanks to Vice-Presidents Alon 

Kronenberg and David Weitzner for their efforts in beginning the task of creating 

strategies to meet these goals. 

Hakaras HaTov is also due to my predecessors, Moshe Shields and Wayne Kurtz, for 

their invaluable support and contribution of background informat ion and history.  It 

would be folly to aim to move forward without a healthy dose of respect for and 

knowledge about our past. 

The shul and its kehilla are different today even from when I moved into the 

neighbourhood not so many years ago.  There are numerous young families who are 

finding a home with us. 

I encourage us all to become involved.  Whether picking up seforim at the end  of 

davening or learning and putting them away, or speaking to a member of the executive 

about joining a committee and contributing ideas for the betterment of our shul, it is only 

though the volunteer spirit that our goals can be achieved.  No contribution is too small 

or unappreciated.   

I welcome you along for the ride as we move toward the future together. 

 

Arthur Birenbaum  

 

 

  



 

Zemer Orchestra 
(416) 633-5936 

òTorontoõs Freilich Orchestraó 

  

Wayne Kurtz Digital Studios 
(416) 633-4941 

òMay we only meet bõsimchaó 

 

Mazel Tov to Alon and Lisa Kronenberg and Chuck and Agi Nagel on the birth of a daughter and 

granddaughter, Adira Malka.  Mazel Tov to the other grandparents, Dov and Sara Kronenberg, and to 

the great-grandmother, Mrs. Goldie Weinfeld.   May the girl grow l'Torah l'Chupah ul'M aasim Tovim 

and be a source of nachas to her family and all klal Yisroel. 

Mazel Tov to Norm and Arlene Weisbart on the birth of a granddaughter, Chana Leeba, to their children 

Moishe and Adina Weisbart. Mazel Tov to the other grandparents, Danny and Sharon Brown, and to the 

great grandparents, Mrs. Ruth Gilbert and Dr. and Mrs. Leon Berg. May the girl grow l'Torah l'Chupah 

ul'Maasim Tovim and be a source of nachas to all klal Yisrael. 

Mazel Tov to Gabe and Julia Frohwein of Israel on the recent birth and bris of their newborn baby boy, 

Rafael Yosef Frohwein. Mazel Tov to the grandparents, Michael and Lea Frohwein, and Jackie and 

Laurie Sharman of London, England. Mazel Tov to the entire Frohwein and Sharman mishpachah. May 

the boy grow l'Torah l'Chupah ul'maasim tovim and be a source of nachas to all klal Yisrael. 

Mazel Tov to Boruch & Yehudis Pollock on the engagement of their son, Eliyahu, to Batya Colt of 

Thornhill. May the wedding take place b'sha'ah tovah umutzlachas and may they be zocheh to build a 

bayis ne'eman b'Yisrael. 

Mazel Tov to Eisig and Ethel Bergman on the engagement of their granddaughter, Esti Feder, to Yaakov 

Wesel. Mazel Tov to Esti's parents, Pessy and Peretz Feder, and Yaakov's parents, Meir and Tzippi 

Wesel. May the wedding take place b'sha'ah tovah umutzlachas and may they be zocheh to build a bayis 

ne'eman b'Yisrael. 

 

Condolences: 

Condolences to the family of Mr. Sam Zuchouski a"h, father of Mrs. Barbara Shour. 

Condolences to the family of Mrs. Raizel Valter a"h, mother of Dan Valter. 

Condolences to the family in New York of Mrs. Vivian Edell a"h, mother of Chuck Edell . 

Condolences to the family in Basel, Switzerland, of Mrs. Bea Bernstein a"h, sister of Mrs. Carmen 

Fraenkel. 

Condolences to the family in London, Ontario of Mrs. Zenia Zaifman a"h, wife of the late Percy Zaifman 

a"h and mother of Doreen Sosnovitch, Helene Shomair, and Bernie Zaifman. 

Condolences to the family of Chayim Yaakov (Jack) Hoffmitz , father of Martin Hoffmitz.  

May the families merit to celebrate simchas in the future!  



Sponsorships/ Donations 

 

Sponsorship / donation opportunities are available for members to recognize an 

accomplishment, celebrate a simcha, or commemorate the memory of loved one or dear 

friend.  Sponsorships are available in the following ways: 

 

Shalosh Seudos 

The Levy Family has generously donated a Shalosh Seudos plaque in memory of Dr. 

Mark Levy zól, who was President of our shul from September 1992 through Pesach 

1996.  Shalosh Seudos sponsorship starts from $180 for food and nameplate, and the 

menu can be upgraded.  Please contact David Segal to indicate which Shabbos you wish 

reserved so that we can pre-order the nameplates. 

 

Shabbos Kiddush 

Anyone wishing to sponsor Kiddush on Shabbos please contact Mendy Goldman.  Price 

for a co-sponsorship is $300. 

 

Morning Tikun  

Anyone wishing to sponsor a morning tikun please contact Norm Weisbart. 

 

Tzedaka Fund 

Tzedaka Fund money is distributed by our Gabbai Tzedaka in a dignified manner to 

numerous meshulachim, rather than having them circulate among the mispallelim during 

davening.  Donating to the fund can either be monthly or annually.  Please calculate what 

you were previously giving directly to the meshulachim and donate accordingly.  Full tax 

receipts will be given.  If you are including your Tzedaka Fund donation together with 

your annual membership payment, please enclose a note so the funds will be properly 

allocated. 

 

Dolly Edell Memorial Library 

With Yizkor appr oaching please consider contributing  towards the purchase of new 

Siddurim  that the Shul requires.  The siddurim can be dedicated in memory of a loved 

one.  Prices for Siddur sponsorship are as follows: Artscroll Siddur (Hebrew/English)-$40, 

Artscroll Siddur (Hebrew)-$25.  Tribute cards can also be sponsored at a cost of $18.  

Please contact Amanda in the Shul office or the Gabbaim for further details. 

 

Members are reminded to please return all seforim to their proper locations after use. 

 

Shul Yahrzeit Plaques 

Memorial Yahrzeit Plaques are available at a cost of $375.  Please contact Amanda in the 

Shul office or the Gabbaim for further details. 
  



Shul News and Announcements 

The shul recently held its annual General meeting.  Among the items discussed were 

updated financials for the shul, and a favourable report from the building committee 

regarding the recent parking review by the City. 

Thank you to the outgoing board members for their service, and congratulations to the 

new executive. 

2010/2011 Executive 

Immediate Past President Wayne Kurtz 

President Arthur Birenbaum 

1st Vice President Alon Kronenberg 

2nd Vice President David Weitzner 

Secretary Nathan Kirsh 

Treasurer George Farkas 

Financial (honourary) Sandy Hofstedter 

Bikur Cholim  Sid Wellman 

Bulletin  Zeev Diena 

Chevra Kadisha Representative Hersch Kanner 

Communications Norman Weisbart 

Gabbaim Irwin Diamond, Mark Ross 

Gemilas Chesed Representative Bobby Silberstein 

Hall Rental/Building Committee Arthur Herzig 

High Holiday Tickets Mendy Goldman 

House Maintenance Committee David Jenah & Zack Rosen 

Israel Bonds David Taub 

Library  Mordechai  Grunwald 

Membership Gershon Miskin 

Parness Sruli Ochs 

Social Manuel Kanner 

Youth Eli Edell 

 

 

 

Important Changes to Shul Mailing List  

Important changes are being made to the shul mailing list. To ensure you continue 

receiving e-mails, please check the shul website (www.clantonpark.com). (If you do not 

have web access, there is no need to worry about the changes.) 

  

http://www.clantonpark.com/


 
 

Lag Baõomer Bonfire and Barbecue 
 

The shulõs annual Lag Baõomer celebration was once again a resounding 

success, with food, bonfire, music and fireworks enjoyed by all.  Special 

thanks to organizer Manuel Kanner and chefs extraordinaire Eli Edell and 

Yaakov Travis.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Shabbos April 30th / May 1st, members of the shul took part  in Shabbos Inspire, a 

Kiruv initiative in which participants invited Jewishly-unaffiliated friends to a Shabbos 

meal.  Prior to the Shabbos, Rabbi Weber addressed the shul about the benefits of 

sharing Yiddishkeit, both for the host and the guest.  Following the event, many of those 

who shared their Shabbos meals expressed how positive the experience was, and 

organizers are encouraging them to warmly strengthen these newly-formed relationships. 

 

 

Bar /Bat Mitzvah Program 
 
 Rabbi Weberõs popular Bar and Bat Mitzvah programs 

were, as always, a big hit . Our  young men and women 

got to enjoy the Rabbiõs company (and free pizza) 

while learning about the responsibilities of Jewish 

adulthood. A very special thank-you to all the 

participating host families. 

  

 



 

 

Dachau Commemoration 
 

During Shalosh Seudos on Shabbos, May 8th, we were privileged to hear our very own 

Mr. Leslie Rosenthal speak about his recent participation in a Munich ceremony 

commemorating the 65th anniversary of the liberation of Dachau concentration camp.  

Mr. Rosenthal is one of seven individuals who were, miraculously, born in Kaufering I (a 

satellite camp to Dachau), just prior to its liberation.  He spoke emotionally about the 

event, which included an exhibition on the fate of mothers in Dachau; it was also the first 

reunion of five of the seven òcamp sisters and brothersó.  The lead-up to the ceremony 

also featured the airing, in Germany, of a documentary film about two of the mothers: 

Leslieõs mother Miriam Rosenthal and Eva Fleischmanova.  We are grateful to Mr. 

Rosenthal for sharing this moving and personal experience with the kehilla.   

 

 

 
 

  



Siyum for my very dear friend, Gad Ginsburg 
By Dave Gordon  

On Iyyar 19, at the Ginsburg family home, about 40 Rabbonim, men, and bochurim 

attended a siyum to honour Gad Ginsburg zólõs one-year yahrzeit.  What started as a 

modest local endeavour to learn a few masechtos turned into a siyum on the entire Shisha 

Sidrei Mishna.  

Rabbi Yaakov Moshe Hillel Shlitóa spoke from Yerushalayim  about Gad zólõs devotion 

to Torah. 

òShlomo HaMelech said that the purpose of life is to serve Hashem, love Hashem and do 

His mitzvos. Gad zól was an outstanding example of someone who was a true Baal 

Teshuvah and loved Hashem. He knew the value of life,ó he said.  

òThe Zohar explains that Avraham Avinu died when he was a very old man. He went up 

with all his days; all of his days were filled, like a sparkling diamond. He didnõt waste his 

time, he didnõt waste his life. Every second of his life was in the service of Avodas 

Hashemó  

Rabbi Hillel added that Gad zól was òso filled with goodness,ó and that we can learn 

much from how he used his time wisely.  

Aaron Steinman, Gad zólõs chavrusa, spoke about how Gad zól took every opportunity to 

bond with his children and work on his middos and hashkafa.  òWe know that Gad zól 

was very specialé he had a lichtige neshama, he lit us up. His smile was contagious and he 

lit us up. He would pray for others experiencing tsuri s, even at his own expense, because 

he could not bear to see another person suffer.ó  

Rabbi Weber spoke about Gad zólõs deep focus on mitzvos, and his amazing ability to 

steer away from self-pity and melancholy even at the worst of times.  

òIõve never met anyone who persevered as much, and I suspect this is true for most of 

you,ó said Rabbi Weber.  

This perseverance manifested itself in many ways, Rabbi Weber added, including Gad 

zólõs passion for learning. òWith a body that was ravaged already, he would push himself 

to come out at night. Never a word of complaint, always with a smile.ó  

Rabbi Lowy spoke about how Gad zól and Gill sought to grow in their mitzvos, òin every 

type of situation.ó  

He recalled the overflowing joy and simcha that Gad zól had during the upsherin of his 

son, Yosi. òHe is Chaim, he continues on living, because his life was that of Torah.ó 



 
 

Tikun Leil Shavuos Schedule 

 

Time Speaker Topic 
12:00 to 1:15 am Rabbi Yehoshua Weber Mechitza: When, Why, 

How Tall & How 

Opaque 

1:20 to 2:20 am 

 

 

Rabbi Netanel Javasky 

 

OR 

Itamar Zolberg 

The Importance of the 

Aseres Ha-Dibros 

 

˞˧ˢ ˫˧ˬ˷˟ ˞ ˪: In Easy 

Hebrew 

2:45 to 3:45 am Russel Levy Rus & Halacha 

3:50 to 4:50 am Rabbi Dr. Leo Davids Temple Finance: 

Selections from 

Mesechta Shekalim 

 

Source material will be provided for all Shiõurim 

Coffee & Cake Break............................................2:20 ð 2:45 am 

Shacharis...............................................................5:05 am (Kiddush following Mussaf) 

 

 

Shavuos Ice Cream Party 

  

Graduates Kiddush 
Watch out for t he annual Shabbos Kiddush honouring this yearõs graduates, date to be 

announced. To co-sponsor, please contact Mendy Goldman. 

 

Join us after Mussaf on the 1st day of Shavuos for the Shulõs 

yearly Shavuos Ice Cream Party, sponsored by Sid & Orna 

Wellman. 

 


